
King of Time: The Enigmatic Life and Music of
Sky Sommers
Prologue: A Journey Through Time

Sky Sommers, born Francis William Seraph Foley, was an enigmatic figure
who emerged as the King of Time during the tumultuous 1960s. His music,
a hypnotic blend of psychedelic folk and introspective lyrics, captured the
spirit of a generation seeking transcendence and change.
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Early Life and Musical Roots

Born in 1941 in Phoenix, Arizona, Sommers' childhood was marked by both
tragedy and a deep connection to nature. His father's untimely death in
World War II and his mother's struggles with mental illness left him seeking
solace in music.
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Sommers discovered the power of the guitar at an early age, absorbing
influences from folk, country, and blues. He joined a band in high school
but soon felt drawn to a more experimental path.

The Birth of the King of Time

In 1965, Sommers embarked on a transformative journey to New York City.
There, he encountered a vibrant counterculture scene and began exploring
psychedelic drugs. These experiences profoundly shaped his music,
leading to the creation of his alter ego, Sky Sommers.

As the King of Time, Sommers embraced the concept of timelessness,
believing that music could transport listeners to another realm. His songs,
often introspective and dreamy, explored themes of consciousness,
identity, and the search for meaning.

Psychedelic Folk and Counterculture

Sommers' music found a receptive audience in the psychedelic folk
movement of the late 1960s. His haunting melodies and surreal lyrics
resonated with the counterculture's desire to break away from societal
norms and embrace the unknown.

Sommers became a regular fixture at Greenwich Village clubs, sharing the
stage with fellow psychedelic pioneers like the Incredible String Band and
Donovan. His performances were a mesmerizing spectacle, with Sommers
draped in flowing robes and surrounded by a swirling backdrop of colorful
lights.

The Timeless Influence



Despite releasing only a handful of albums during his lifetime, Sommers'
music left an enduring legacy. His unique blend of psychedelic folk and
introspective songwriting influenced generations of musicians, including
David Bowie, Nick Drake, and Devendra Banhart.

Sommers' music continues to be rediscovered and celebrated by music
enthusiasts. His recordings have been reissued, and his songs have been
featured in films and television shows. His timeless creations continue to
inspire and captivate audiences worldwide.

A Life Intertwined with Darkness

Behind the enigmatic persona of the King of Time lay a man wrestling with
demons. Sommers' heavy drug use and personal struggles took a toll on
his health and relationships.

In 1973, Sommers mysteriously disappeared, leaving behind a trail of
unanswered questions. Some speculate that he lost himself in a drug-
induced haze, while others believe he sought spiritual enlightenment.

Epilogue: The Silent King

The whereabouts of Sky Sommers remain unknown to this day. Yet, his
music continues to speak to listeners, offering a glimpse into the mind of a
enigmatic artist who dared to challenge the boundaries of time and reality.

As the King of Time, Sky Sommers remains an embodiment of the
counterculture's search for transcendence, a timeless symbol of an era that
celebrated creativity, experimentation, and the pursuit of the unknown.
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